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SULLIARY 


1. Weed for increased hosnital facilities to care 
for air-raid casualties has required sevoral emer- 
gency steps to increase hospital capacity, but .it 
is believed that even these have not been wholly 

adequate. 


@. Air-raid casualties have aggravated the already 
soricus shortace of medical personnel. 


. S. Long periods syent in shelters, continual alert- 
ness, and the -wass evacuations have not only in- 
_ creased the incidence of many diseases, but have 
~. @1s0 produced iental disturbances and industrial 


; Ss to water systeus and the resulting resort 
tary sources of supoly, as well as failure 
420 111k and to iaintain adequate sewage 
bage disposal services, have been additional 
n the deterioration of public els 


diditanat stator hbamation affecting the 
OF defense of the United States within the } 
of the Espionage Act, 50 U.S.C. 31 and 32, 
d. Its transmission or the revelation of — 

any manner to an unauthorized, per- 


“COPY Nox; Ws 


I. INTRODUCTION 
Like other asosects of -the German national life 


public health has suffered severely frou cog effects of 
Allied sir raids. The following study canta measure 
the impact of air attack on the following spec ifte aapect 
of public health, as indicated in recent inteliicensat | e 
hospital facilities, modical sersonnel, disease incidence 
in general, and disoaso tncidence as affected by inter- oA 
ruption of oublic-utility services. 
II. [EOGSlITAL FACILITIES 


To maxiciee facilities in the face of Allied 


F j | air attack, Gormany has (1) set up additional hospital — 
| 7 services in the basements of oresontlé overcrowted ti 
| q Bs tals; (2) established enercency hospitals in schools, 
| hotels, and similar buildings; 2) oncanlane 8 ~( 


rocoive medical attention. 


In more recent wien 


measures have >roved inadequate. Tne gress has 


that the "evasion hospitals" wero no ‘less 
the recular facilities. The organization. 


rated in the-westorn and nghasesthen parts ot 


» and an extension of the program desicnea to. cover 


- 


the rest of the country was said to be in preparation. 
2 Thaough rnich is made in the press of this innovation, 
it. is also stated that such one-story buildings are useful 
as makeshift. arrengeauents only, to afford maxiiaum protection 
from afr raids. The. vermanent hospital of the future, it 


is pointed out, will consist of batiatnes larger than: these 


ee ae 


. one-story facilities. 
2 It is mentioned, but only occasionally, that still 
~ other facilities are under construction in exposed recions: 
a underground “operating bunkers," which allegedly are. coin~ 
“pletely protected from air damace. It is noported that in 


nous ice ash, enabling nurses to carry out tints duties even 
4 B States mtlng breaks down. 


er Tt. WEDICAL ¢GRSOLNEL 


‘The beeen ere for medical care of air-raid 


ne Row course of twelve pate periods ae, 
upon to: cive emergency first aid. Bis cae te es 
| Casualties must cenerally be treated first by 
eat oas sersonnel, and are then turned over 
first-aid stations, which allocate them to hospitals in 
3 accordance with available bed space’ Tais procedure is 
enforced throush tne »vrovision that clains for danages 
awards of "casualty modsls" are contin;ent on the entry 
the cuse in the sick bock of a first-aid station. 
Boribed-out physicians, dontists, pharnacists 
and other public-health personnel are under orders to 
port without delay to the appropriate professional organe 


ization to ensure their prompt allocation to a new paete, 


IV. DISHASE L..CIDUiiCE Li; GEUERAL 
ere is little doubt that air raids have res 
sulted in an overall increase in disease incidence. 
health effects of breakdowns in public-utility services: 
‘are considered separately below. Avart fron this people 

in Berlin are revorted to suffer from an epidemic of 

“cellar sicimess," a form of influenza caused by long 
+ vigils in da:p cellars. Sorni-official German roports 
out that alr-raid damage has resulted in much oye 
2a causod by neat, smoke, soot, dust, oiass splinters, 
ae phosphorous fogs. The strain under which he meee 
| . is reported to have produced a sort of ale 


7 eit * 


‘the p ae over wider pac ioce, crowd tn shoiters, 
fs “and concentration tn in lodgings left inhabitable. A Good 
dead of the increase in the incidence of scarlet fever and 
@ipnitierte: rust be attributed to the various evacuation 


- schemes. ‘The increase is likely to be more severe among 
natives in the reception areas than a:ion; the evacuees. 
English experience indicates that, “on balance, the increase 
in the ineidence of these diseases in the tecent ion areas 
is not compensated by the decrease in the evacuation areas, 
a : even though such a decrease does tale place. In other in 
ee stances, the destruction of plants, and the resulting lack 
of certain products formorly »roduced in them, has created 
health hazards of a specific nature. 
a It is reported, for example, that: there has been 


- & marked increase in lead poisoning. Tnis aay be traced to 


the fact that it is uago0ssible to repair, or "fettle," worn= 


out furnaces: Which were manufactured in the Ruhr district, 
and the diffleulties reported may relate to damage done to 
Demag, Krupp, Gute-lloffnungs-iiitte and similar plants. 


on nb seision. 


the destruction of wienecn facil- 


the >ressure. Yacod with she 
: 2 of tap eaten poopie havo turned to other and loss. = 
e sources of water. Reported vacate ukoas against typnoid, aq 

in a nuabor of localities, Be oasily understood and it 
‘pofe to taswes thet tats disease, wilch according to 


cial Geran records has increased fourfold since the out~ 
break of the war, has svread farther, official denials = 
notwithstanding. The need for water for fire-fighting nal 


creatly increased. Tiis, in turn, has adversely affect 


the standards which in normal times were applied to the 
utilization of water. By a decree of 30 April 1943, the 
Reich iinisters for Air and for the Interior authorized 
the use of water from rivers, canals, ponds, etc. in the — 
water-supoly systems without first purifying it. certain 
precautions are to be taken, o.¢., the water is to be 
chlorinated vhere possible, the population is to bo warr 

to boil water before use, and drinking water, in general, 


to be supplied fron safer sources such as wells or water — 


carts. It will be noted that the decree was signed by the 
Minister for Air. In ‘view of the reported shortace of 
chlorine and the extent of air dauare by incendiary b 


were required to es out rat ee 


= 


indicative of ‘aifficulties in 
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